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when I was in Madras more than once, but hitherto I have noticed
that in your activities you have been undecisive. If the people of your
province really desire Dravidistan then it is for them to assert them-
selves. I hope that you will understand my position, that I can only
speak for Muslim India, but you have my assurance that wherever
and whenever I have a say in the matter, you will find me supporting
any just and fair claim or demand of any section of the people of India,
and particularly the Non-Brahmins of Southern India."
On Friday, September 22, they met again.. Before Gandhiji
came for the talks, Mr Jinnah had been visited by Sir Torrick
Amir Ali -as well as by Mr Chundrigar accompanied by members
of the Bombay Provincial Muslim League Committee. To the
latter Mr Jinnah had said that the talks were proceeding and
" there was no reason to think that they were not getting on well.
If they had not been getting on, the conversations would have
broken down." He asked his visitors to pray to God for the success .of
the talks. Considering that Mr Jinnah had taken up the attitude evi-
dent in his letter of the previous day, his trust in God seemed to be
literally boundless. Gandhiji in his letter written to Mr Jinnah that
day had said that "they were moving in a circle" and suggested the"
calling in of a third party or parties to guide or arbitrate between
them. If Mr Jinnah really wanted guidance this suggestion may have
appealed to him. But by then, he probably had come to the decision
that he would do nothing but move in circles of complaint and criticism
round Gandhiji. It was about the talk they had on this day that
Gandhiji later said in his letter, that it had left "a bad taste in his
mouth." He also mentioned that "the breaking point" had been
reached on that day.
On Saturday and Sunday the talks continued as usual. When the
leaders came out on Sunday, Pressmen asked Mr Jinnah whether in
view of the reports appearing in some newspapers they could expect a
statement. Mr Jinnah replied that they were again meeting on Tues-
day and added: "I have told you so many times that I cannot say
anything more than what I have said. You must not go on asking
me questions. On his attention being drawn to certain assertions in
the independent Gujarati daily Janmdbhoomi, Mr Jinnah said: "I am.
telling you what I can tell you." Asked whether no serious notice
need be taken about the assertions of that paper, Mr Jinnah said:
" You are again asking questions. That is unfair." The fact was that
the Janmdbhoomi had published a categorical report which stated
that the talks had conclusively broken down. It claimed accurate
knowledge of the subjects discussed by the leaders and prophesied
that no agreement would be reached. Later developments proved